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April 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear Johnstonville School Families: 
 
In a letter issued late yesterday, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction said, “Due to the 
current safety concerns and need for ongoing social distancing, it currently appears that our 
students will not be able to return to school campuses before the end of the school year.” While 
this is not a directive from the state, it is strongly worded advice from our state's top official in 
education. 
 
As a result, while we were hopeful that we would be able to reopen our school to students on May 
4th, it does not appear that will happen. As of today, Tuesday, April 1, 2020, in light of the 
governor’s stay at home order and the need to follow “social distancing guidelines,” we have made 
the difficult decision to keep Johnstonville School closed to students for the remainder of the year 
and will provide distance learning through the end of the regularly- scheduled school year. 
 
The Johnstonville staff is continuing to work hard with our distance learning program. Teachers 
will reach out to their students’ families to let them know how to proceed with our educational 
program. During our regularly scheduled spring break (April 6th-13th) we will not be providing 
lessons or meals. However, we will ramp these two items back up the week of April 14th.   
 
While we recognize this extension of school facility closures poses challenges and hardship to many 
of our families, the most effective way to slow and disrupt the transmission of this pandemic is by 
continuing to implement social distancing practices. We are grateful your patience, and your 
partnership, during this unique and difficult time 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Scott Smith, Ph.D. 
Superintendent/Principal   

 


